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feel the same faith in the good results of justice as was
felt by Mr. Gladstone. It seemed an extraordinary
thing to dream of handing over the government of a
country, and with it the fate of a loyal minority who
were opposed in every point to the popular feeling,
to men who had shown themselves so violent and dis-
loyal and so ready to set contracts at defiance; yet by
the enactments of the Bill it was contemplated that the
judicial power, and finances (with one exception), and,
after a brief interval, all the police, were to be entrusted
to the party of disorder. Were the securities worth any-
thing more than the paper on which they were written?
Would not the payment to the English Exchequer be
regarded before long as a hostile tribute to be refused?
Would the powerful priesthood of the Roman Church
be contented to maintain a position of tolerant
neutrality?"

That Mr. Chamberlain was by no means opposed to
some form of local government for Ireland is proved by
his "unauthorized programme", but the Prime
Minister's proposals went much further than he was
prepared to go. He had joined Mr. Gladstone's third
ministry as President of the Local Government Board
(now the Ministry of Health) after refusing to be First
Lord of the Admiralty, and after soliciting the Colonial
Secretaryship in vain, upon a definite understanding:

I have explained my own preference for an
attempt to come to terms with the Irish members,
on the basis of a more limited scheme of Local
Government, coupled with proposals for a settle-
ment of the Land and perhaps also of the Education
question. You have been kind enough, after hearing
these opinions, to repeat your request that I should
join your Government, and you have explained